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CHAPTER XLVIL
Long interview with General Moreau. The first steam-boat on the Hudson River. Convinced that war is imminent. Distrusts the Administration. Letter to Madame de Stael, Letter to Madame de Damas. Autumn in the woods of New York. Marriage with Miss Randolph. Letter to Timothy Pickering. Journey to inspect the country for the Erie Canal. Niagara. Writes on puBlic topics. Horror of war. Discusses the Constitution. v
IN the diary for the loth of October is mentioned a long interview with General Moreau, who had gone out to breakfast at Morrisania. " I walk with the General and try to dissuade him from his projected journey to New Orleans. He is at length shaken, and would renounce it if his preparations were not too far advanced. I persist, and at length render it doubtful in his mind. I am certain this journey will be imputed, by many well-meaning men, to improper motives. He treats the chattering of idlers with contempt, but I tell him such idlers form a power in republics; that he must not suppose himself as free here as he would be in an absolute monarchy ; that his reputation makes him a slave to public opinion ; that he cannot with impunity do many things here which would be of no consequence in a country where he was surrounded by spies in the service of the government, because the ministers having convinced themselves that his views are innocent and his conduct irrfyrochable> he might safely laugh at the suspicions both of the great vulgar, and of the small; but here, where the same modes of knowing what men do are not adopted, everyone is at liberty to suspect, andbject of this tedious epistle from another world ? It is to recommend that your lordship and the men who, like you, have a right to command attention should unite firmly together and put the -political talents of your country, without distinction ofnM W
